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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

tiount Hope is located at Number 1 Cheverly Circle just east of Cheverly Avenue,
thz main north-south thoroughfare in Cheverly, Maryland. It stands on a two-acre lot on
a prominent ridge in central Cheverly facing south with a view, now somewhat obscured,
of northeast Washington, D. C.

The Town of Cheverly, founded in 1917 and incorporated in 1931, is a residential
suburb of Washington. It 1s 1.2 square miles in extent and has some 8,000 inhabitants.
The Town occupies much of the original 716-acre tobacco plantation of Fielder
Magruder, Jr., who built Mount Hope circa 1839. The house {s the town symbol appearing
on the official town seal and town flag.

The main part of the two-story, five-bay frame house was built in two stages,
the three-bay west half in the 1830's and the two-bay addition to the east in the
1860's. The 20 x 20 foot one-story wing, now containing a circa 1950 kitchen,
appears to date from the 1830's as well,

There 1s some evidence that a house stood here earlier, possibly by the late 18th
century. There is a 20 x 20 foot, stone cellar under the northeast corner of
the house, adjacent to the crawl space under the kitchen, which appears to be
from an earlier building. A stone outbuilding, probably a dairy, stands just behind
the house. It has walls two feet thick and is ventilated; it appears to date from the
late 18th century.

The south facade of the house has a central entrance flanked by four French doors
with transoms above installed in the 1920's. The doorway consists of a door with
two glass panels, transom, and sidelights, 1In all of these openings {s one light
of thick, beveled glass, added circa 1920. On the second floor are five windows with
six-over-six light sash. The one-story porch which extends across the entire front
was added as part of Robert Marshall's renovations of 1919-1922 (See #8). The
gable roof has a very shallow pitch and is covered with asphalt shingles.

The west gable end has two exterior chimneys, while the east has two interior
ones. All are of stuccoed brick. Two small, four-1ight windows flank the southwest
chimney on the first floor. The northwest chimney has a doorway to the north and
a large square window containing one sheet of glass to the south, In the east end
there is a 6/6 sash window to the north of the southeast chimney and a small,
horizontal stained-glass window with a "C" in the center to the south. The latter
was put in by Marshall, and the "C" stands for Crestlawn, his name for the house. There
are no windows above the first story on the gable ends,

The north facade has had several narrow, one-story additions made to 1t, to provide
bathrooms and a small kitchen. There are five windows on the second floor. The
house 1s covered with clapboard for the most part, with aluminum siding on the ‘E’
east, and some asphalt siding on the rear (north).

The kitchen wing joins the house at the northeast half of the east gable end.
It has two 6/6 sash windows on the south, a door on the east, and two windows on

the north.

SEE CONTINUATINN SHEFET. #1 L R - : - R
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__INVENTION Local History

SPECIFIC DATES circa 1839; 1860's; 1919  BUILDER/ARCHITECT  F{elder Magruder, Jr.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Hope s the focal point of the town of Cheverly, a suburb of Washington, D.C.
founded in 1918. It is a frame farmhouse built circa 1839 and added to in the 1860's
by Fielder Magruder, Jr., member of the prominent Magruder family who first settled
in Maryland in 1652.1 Part of the house sits on the stone foundations of an earlier
structure, and a possibly circa 1800 outbuilding also remains on the property.

The house was renovated from 1919 to 1922, as the home and office of Robert
Marshall, founder of Cheverly. He Tived here until 1929. Cheverly's first mayor
owned Mount Hope from 1941 to 1977. The house is the official town symbol and appears
on the town seal and the town flag.

Fielder Magruder built his house facing south on a prominent ridge over
Washington, a 13-acre portion of the 500-acre, 1686 land grant Hudson's Range. Although
the precise chain of ownership of the 13-acre tract 1s not certa19, it was owned in
1836 by U.S. Senator Joseph Kent, the former Governor of Maryland¢, who acquired parts
of Hudson's Range once owned by Bengam1n Stoddert, first Secretary of the Navy and
builder of nearby Beall's Pleasure.

Architectural evidence suggests Mount Hope was built on the foundations of a late
18th/early 19th century structure of undetermined origin. Fielder Magruder, Jr, acquired
the 13 acres known as "Part of Hudson's Range" from Joseph Kent in August 1836,4 paid
him again for the same tract in June 1837,5 and immediately sold the land to Howerton
Cross,b who sold 1t back to Magruder in November 1838 as part of a 217-acre transaction
which included two adjacent tracts, the 129-acre parcel known as Mithcell's Adventure
and 75 acres of Crawford's Adventure and Columbia.’ '

Magruder was shown as a head of household in the 1840 Federal Census of the
Bladensburg District in Prince George's Count_y,8 suggesting he had already settled on
the land, and in the 1842 Tax Assessmsnt the name Mount Hope 1s first applied to
the tract, then 1isted at 200 acres. Magrude gradually acquired additional property,
and by 1861 Mount Hope consisted of 639 acres! The 1860 Federal Census of 1870
indicaie the main house was extensively modified and enlarged in the late 1860°'s,
probably to accomodate seven blacks shown as residing in the dwelling in addition to

—  Magruder and his wife, ggn.lz By 1888, the year of Magruder's death, Mount Hope
consisted of 716 acres. In his will of December 16, 1886, proven on May 22, 1888, he
left the home place consisting of "the tract of land which 1 purchased of Howardin ]}1@]
Cross, now deceased, and upon which I now reside, beigﬂ two hundred and seven (207)
acres, more or less" to Ann T. G. Magruder, his wife. As they were childless, she
left the property at her death in 1894 to her nephew, George Beall Sheriff.15
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In a deed of 30 January 1919,16 Sheriff's heirs sold " the Fielder Magruder tract,"
surveyed in November 1918 and found to consist of 193% acres, to the late Robert

Marshall, an Ohio land developer and former stockbroker. Marshall named his

purchase Cheverly and used Mount Hope, renamed "Crestlawn", as his residence and
field office from 1919 to 1929 while he was building the Town of Cheverly. Around
the house, on which he spent $8,640 in a renovation and moderniziyion, Marshall

preserved a 1.97 acre lot, designating it No. 1 Cheverly Circle.

In 1931, when the Town of Cheverly was incorporated, the first Mayor, the late
Fred W. Gast, chose Mount Hope as a symbol to appear on the official town seal,
which continues in use.l8 1, 1941 gast purchased t?s property which had been in

the hands ofa number of owners during the thirties.

He left it to his children

after his death in March 1977. The Town of Cheverly is presently attempting to
acquire the property from the Gast heirs to be preserved as a town historic site.

1Be'l'lamy, Raymond W., Jr., "Mount Hope: A Magruder Plantation Home and a
Town Symbol, 1977 Yearbook of the American Clan Gregor Society Containing the

Proceedings of the 1976 Annual Gathering (Washington, D.C.: American Clan Cregor

Society, 1977), p. 64.

2Prince George's County Land Records: AB#10/400; cf. AB#11/217 and 213;Maryland

Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland (MHR) .
3Prince George's County Land Records: AB#10/394, MHR.
4prince George's County Land Records: AB#10/400, MHR.
SPrince George's County Land Records: AB#11/217, MHR.
6Prince George's County Land Records: AB#11/213, MHR.

7Prince George's County Land Records: AB#12/62, MHR.

8sixth Federal Census (1840), M704, Roll 169, Prince George's County,
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxon Hill Branch.

9Pr1nce George's County Tax Assessment, 1842, Bladensburg Second District
Account #11042, MHR. . -
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10Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1842, Bladensburg Second District,
Account #11047, MHR. :

Eighth Federal Census (1860), ME53, Roll 485, Prince George's County,
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxon Hil] Branch.

12Ninth Federal Census (1870), M593, Roll 592, Prince George's County,
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxon Hill Branch.

13Pr'ince George's County Tax Assessments, 1888, Bladensburg Second District,
Account #12216, MHR.

14Pr'ince George's County Wills: WAJ JR. #1/525, MHR.
Dprince George's County Wills: JBP#1/175, MHR.

16Pr'ince George's County Land Records: 137/466, Prince George's County
Courthouse,Upper Marlboro, Maryland (pGeCC).

17Prince George's County Land Records: Plat Book RNR#2, Plat 38, PGCC.
Bellamy, p. 65. H.C. Ball, Letter of August 11, 1919, Town of Cheverly
Archives, Cheverly, Maryland.

181144,

19Pr'ince George's County Land Records: 620/188, PGCC. See also 472/455;,
418/51; 385/130; and 305/304.
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Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland,

Prince George's County Land Records.
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #4.

s1JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 1,97 acres

UTM REFERENCES
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTIN NORTHING
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The house stands on Lot 19, Block Eye, Section 1 of Cheverly, Maryland.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[$1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE Tkm

Raymond W. Bellamy, Jr., Town Historian/Member

ORGANIZATION DATE

Town of Cheverly/ P.G. County Committee of Maryland March 1978

STREET & NUMBER Historical Trust TELEPHONE (Offg 688-7979

Belmar. 2819 Cheverly Avenue " (Home) 773-5439

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Cheverly Marvland 20785

EBASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE ___ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

( TITLE  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER DATE
FOR NPS USE ONLY
i HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
DATE

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

REER VUG - . - SR R [, JER——
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, -continued

Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1842, 1861, 1888.
Prince George's County Wills.

Prince George's County Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, Maryland.

Prince George's County Land Records

Prince George's County Memorial Library, Oxon Hill Branch, Oxon Hill, Maryland

Sixth Federal Census (1840) - M 704, Roll 169.
Eighth Federal Census (1860) - M 653, Roll 485.
Ninth Federal Census - M 593, Roll 592.

Martenet's Map of Prince George's County, Maryland, 1861 in: Van Horn, R. Lee,
Out of the Past, Prince George's County Historical Society, Riverdale, Md., 1976.

Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince George's,
Maryland. Philadelphia: C.M. Hopkins, 1878. Prince George's County
Historical Society, Riverdale, Maryland, 1975. p. 15.

Town of Cheverly, Archives, Cheverly, Maryland.

Letter of H.C. Ball, Builder, August 11, 1919 (certifies he remodeled a
residence for Mr. Robert Marshall at Crestlawn, Cheverly, Maryland, at a cost
of $8,640.13).

SECONDARY SOURCES

Bellamy, Raymond W., Jr. "Mount Hope: A Magruder Plantation Home and a Town
Symbol." 1977 Yearbook of the American Clan Gregor Society Containing the
Proceedings of the 197€¢ Annual Gathering. Washington, D.C.: American Clan Gregor
Society, 1977.
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HISTCRIC SITES SUNMARY SHEET

P.G. County Survey &£ 69-11 Date 1839
Building Namre Mt. Hope

Location 1 Cheverly Circle, Cheverly, Maryland
Open to Public yes X no

Mt. Hope is probably the last remaining frame antebellum planta-
tion house inside the Beltway in Prince George‘s County. The main
house is a two-story five-bay frame structure with four chimneys,
the western two chimneys being exterior. The house was constructed
in two stages: the western three bays in the 1830's, the eastern
two bays in the late 1860's.The one story wing to the east of the
main house appears to have been constructed contemporaneously with
the earlier west section of the main house. Foundations of an
earlier structure have apparently been incorporated into the building
of Mt. Hope, for eighteenth century stone foundations have been de-
tected under the one story wing and parts of the main house; a
small stone outbuilding just north of the house also dates from
this earlier period.

Mt. Hope was built by Fielder MagruvZar Jr., who purchased the
property between 1836 and 1838. By 1840, he was already living in
the new house. The name Mt. Hope was associated with it as early
as 1842.

Magruder died in 1888, and Mt. Hope passed through his widow
to her heirs; it was sold by them in 1919 to a land developer who
used the house as both residence and field office while building the
town of Cheverly. Later Mt. Hope. became the home of Cheverly's
first mayor, and today appears as Cheverly's symbol on the official
Town Seal.
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The Town of Cheverly, .arvisnd -
flantation to 2lanned Community

3
Blcente nnial

Cneverly, uaryland has oeen charscterized by some as a
leovely island of green in a sea of dual lane ﬂlu.anu and oy
others as a ’JeweT“ among planned communities. Whatever its
image in the Washington met”00ulltun ares, i1t exlists Goday
because pf concernsed sné caring oeople. Ltz civic-mindec
residents today are maintalining a heri tage esta blished almost
3ixty years &go 0y its lounder, Roovert maﬂdqall, an Chio in-
vestor and stoczoro&ef He came to Washington during World
War I with a vision, years ahead of ais time , of creating &
reéstricted, carefully planned residenticl connunity convenient
TO TAs Vluy oy rail and road but retaining the beauty of its
natural surroundings through saving as many of its trees as
possiole and cps7gu¢ng ite streets to follow the rolling con-
touxs of| the land.

Rovert iarshall acquired most of waat makes up residential
Cheverly from 1918 to 1926 in a series of ourchases from sev-
eral owners of what was then forest and farmland and had once
Ceen a tobeacco plantation called iMount Hope. The land on which
Cheverly is situated in the Beaver Dam Creek watersned was
originally the home of the Anacostis Indians who farmed and
aunted the tree-covered land and fished the sparkline waters of
cie snacostia River and its tributaries. They ware displheed by the
cclonial planters wno acquired the land as grants rrom Caharles
Third Lord Baltimore in 1685 and 1686, ten Jears before tais ﬁur,
of rrince George's County was formed fror Crarles County.

#cst of wnat is now Cheverly was fo ormerly part of three lané
srente: Cranford, His Adventure {(1685), a 500-acre tract granteld
To & ganes Cranford waich included the nor acrn part oz the utoun
dowr ©o aboul Forest Road; Hudson's & nge (lu80), a 500-acre
cract granted to a wWilliam Hudson whicn included “osc of Tthe
scmtiera psrt of the town; and Wiitlientine (1885), & 300-acire
tract granted to a Christopher Tho;bsor which ingluded the southes
tiz ef Cheverly. All through the 18th and gdrlage ] OkR eenburies,
these tracts or parts of them changed hands many times (so many
times, in fact, that Cranford, His Adventure beca ame Xnown &s
Crawfordls Acveﬂtu”e) The 11vely dealing in land of this periocd
reflected tne still bustling nature of the tobacco-bascd vplanta-
tion economy of the county with its soclal center &t lMaridoro &nd
its mein |port at Bladensburg.

Between 1820 and 1825, a planter na-ed Fielder sagruder
& 753—1040) acquired about 340 acres of Crawford's Adventure,
Zudson's Range, and Whitlentine. Fielder sagruder, as a menoer
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promlnent #Haryland fanmdisy, Coul@d trace his ancedt
bacik five generations to aAlexander Magruder, a i
the Clan Gregor whno came to «a“yxanu e A&6E. i
sher, Bhe first Magruder $o settle in the locel ar
Samuel lagruder (1708-1790). He had been comrander of a
of the Prince CGeorge's County Foot Militia in 1748 ang
d had acquired a 240 acre nlantation called 3rotaerhood
located just across Beaver Dam Cresk and north of %the

day Fourth Ward of Cheverly. This tract was originally
anotner 1685 land grant called Xt. Arrarat and snother
T 1714 called Brotherhood. Samuel Hagruder's son Haswell
BIL) had the land resurveyed in 17385 and found it contained
¢onal iand including part of »u.“rvaAMu, hernice the name
erJOOd Lmlqrbed¢ Haswell ldagruder, who served during the
lon as the local (New Scotland Hundred) constable or sheriff,
eascern half of this plantation to Fielder, one of his
and the other or western half to his second wife &
meinder coming to Fielder after ner death. Fielder
ved on the easfern half of theglentation, at Lezst until
s death,in a house called Union Vallcy wolich stoed
into the 20th century on a hill szcross from the present-
Viarehouse on Sheriff Road., His stepmother lived in the

1

ad.
mestead called 0ld QOrchard whicialso stood well into the
cury and was located on
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the east side of Columbla Park Road
of Prince George's Country Club. According to tax

nts of the time, Flelder ~agruder had 13 slaves and by the

cf hls death in 1840 had expanded his holdings to 855 scres.
ourled at Old Orchard in the family cemetery which was later

to ©t. Lincoln. His widow Matilda lived on at Gld& Orchard

er death in 1849, the old house acquiring the name Widow!
Pielder's son ueW¢S and nis large family lived at Widow?®

and according to tax records changed its name agaln to

pect Hill., One of hils sons, N_*l*°ﬂ ?inkney lagruder (1856-

’ gave liagruder Park to Hyattsville and at the time of hisg

as the largest landowner in the county. Another of Fielder's

*Award lagruder, and hils family lived at Union Valley. A

son, William Tnomas Magruder wes a professional soldier wn

tca from West Point In 1850. He resigned his commission

ne U.Se Army in October, 1862 and joined the Confederate

Northern Vlrglnia. He died in 2ickett's charge at

St Al S D965,
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iy magruder s oldest son, Fieider, Jr.(1814-1888) married
f VWashington, D.C. in looo and llved in the plantati
nouse why still stands on a ridge in the center of Cneverly
1 Cheverly Circle. This 12 room ante %ellum home ls on our
vn Seal and was carefully restored by Cneverly's founder and f
sident, Robert Marshall. He cal‘ed it Crestlawn and lived ths
v, 1919 o 1929. Todaey, the Fielder Magruder hou°e isi|oenec Sy
d Gast, Cheverly's first mayor (1931 1907) ts date of con-
ruction is uncertain al though Lr. Jarshall was told in 1918 by
reLro of Fielder, Jr. who sold hin tne property that 1t was
aoly bullt about 1815. Since the Macruders do not appear To
ve come Into possession of: this part of Caeverly until at least
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v e date, if vald, would suggest that, the houcse 1;;§t Lave
o by @ previoud ewner anth also phBce construcuion.gus;
& pitisa marched throwgn 'the arta to and Trom fthelr victcry

the ©f Blzdensburg In mugust, 181i4. The Britlsh are

ks ® rawe wused the Magruder (now called the Chewverly) spring

er fer end wef Cheverly Lvenue on thelr way To the oa:t;o axd

T rd Joring, lecated in ithe woods be-iﬁd the Cheverly

¥ &1 Buildings, on their way back %to their suips.

Bs-ar€lens. of when.and by whom the FMielder magrucdsr hduse was
built . Tk e Tieldew Rugruder.dr.’'s res nce, ascording Yo 1aél
&gt 197TE wep> of he arses Tex yecords frow 1842 thiough 1896 dhow
kEat he galied it Wount Hope., Wis property holdings including
Ugunt Hope |Slantation which expandad from 200 acres in 1842 To 71é
Bgres ;n"lgés, smounted by that year to 343 acres, wmeking hixm one of

. tide largest properiy owners in the county at that time. Included in
tilese neldings es oarly as 1841 was 1350 agcres of Little Dedne, =
18938 land grant which todey encowmasses the Yourth Yard which weas
wlted TR averly iIn ISS. st tze Tlne of Iacorseration.

With bre exhksuvstion oi tobacco land by the middle of Hae 1LHiEs
century andl the deatn of the slave-based r*1';“,1&‘:* cconomy of; the
arsa after| the Civil War, a general agricultural depression and
onmad Farmland vecame characterlstic of much of Prince CGeorgeis
¥ durgog The rest.ef fthe century. Heny Fields began UC grow
] s amd tdenFwitiy locua® and seEdr pinen Al thbug:
armexrs like Fielder Magruder eculd continuve To |surviwe
fartming, ke ©ld days of the EBrite bellum plangation
. #léo affecting hils properdy during this periled wes ke
e railroad. The Baltimore and Potomac (now the CUNmAIL)
e thirotgh all Three of Bhe odimlnsel land grarntd anc split
ldings when it opened to traffic in 1872. 1t provided
t darshall's original selling voints for Cheverly, tez
minutes to downtown Waeghington, D.C.
Fielger dsgruder, Jr. dled caildless In 1888 and was buried at
Uld Orechard. After his wife 4nn died in 1894, approximately 193 acre:
af farwiang and the house were lefi, according to the terms of tiis
#ill, to Mis sister ¥Matilda and hér hueoapd Dionysius Sheniff. Thel
telrs, _solal tne house ard -leand to Mr. Merdghall in August, L9180 ard At
whe toxls Ilgitial purchase--later sxpanded Lo some 5C0 acres in suo-
ssquent purchases~- that lr, mdrk.MLl deveLl oHed into Cheverly. =c
Edopbted theé.name, which has uncertain u“lﬂln;, from Ch everly C rdens,
! : i€g subdivision of 92 acres not or*mlnd'ly part of] Cheverly,
W ad teen established oy a «r. Mendennall in the early part cf
T CARETTY .

Chevadly uvnder HobWert lMershald saw ite first lot sold fto Charies
Fanke of 9Mxedo on July 4, 1918, its first street paved by QOctober,
L¥20 (thisjwas the lower 2500 fﬂgc of Cheverly Avenue, then called
SlondlAyenue after the Cincinnatl mecnine Hool manufacturer who
finenced kp. Marshalll), its first sew home built by kay, 1921 (fer
Sesd b, Nickel on the lower end of Helleview Aven we), its first
P at 1igets instelled in 1922 (with vower supplied from g DELCC
lent loeeted in a shed behind thne fielder Magruder house), its first
sehioal. completed In April, 1823 (the two-poom Cheverly-Tuxedo School), &Il
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Cheverly Avenue paved by November 1923 and its first "city"
water and power installed in 1925. Mr. Marshall lost control of
the Washington Suburban Realty Company in 1927 after an abortive
effort in 1926 to make the eastern portion of Forest Road

(then called Marshall Road) into a grand avenue leading all the
way to Landover Road (now Route 202) to be used as a major
approacn to Prince George's Country Club. It was then called
Beaver Dam Country Club and had opened in 1923. Mr. Marshall
was cone of thirty owners of the Club and used its proximity to
Cheverly as a selling feature for the Cheverly Pronerties.
Marshall Road was never paved and for many years the curb and
gutter and street light posts served as a reminder of Mr.
Marshall's mistake.

Shortly after Harry Wardman acquired control of Cheverly
from the Washington Suburban Realty Company in August 1929,
the depression hit and within a year Wardman had gone bankrupt.
Crheverly, which then consisted of some 74 homes, was confronted
with a lot auction by Mr. Wardman's creditors with the atcendant
paa publicity and reduction in property values. The auction
was held in early May 1931 at a time when its citizens had just
kel E o &8 on #Aprdl 18, 1931 fer inceorporation after it had
become clear that the interest of homeowners could not be pro-
tected adequately by the Citizens Association established in
LSI26 .

The thirties were a difficult time for Cheverly and it was
only due to the dedication and hard work of the civic-minded
residents led by Mayor Fred Gast and J. Raymond Fletcher (Mayor
1537-1945) that it survived. Despite economic constraints and
& limited tax base at the time, streets were substantially im-
proved and street lights repaired. Joint efforts by the citizenry
re characteristic of the period and were exemplified by the
ablishment of the American Legion Park in the center of town
1935 in a landscaping effort directed by Raymond W. Bellamy,

-, an early associate of Mr. Marshall. The Bellamy Gardens
2st north of Legion Park which he developed over a forty year
period from 1927 to 1967 are only one among many lovely gardens
gracing Cheverly homes.

Sow o
ct

With the improvement of the economy as a result of World
War II, Cheverly burgeoned rapidly in the forties and fifties
under leadership of James E. Conover (Mayor 1945-1947), Dr.
Sdward A. Saloom (Mayor 1947-1953) and Lawrence A. Yates (Mayor
1953-1959) into the progressive, peaceful and pleasant community
it remains today. This period saw the establishment of Cheverly
Community Church (1942) and St. Ambrose Catholic School and
Church (1951), the revision of the Town Charter (1951),
an increase in the number of wards from four to the present six
(1951) ,the first town newsletter in June 1953, the acquisition
o the ten acre Town Park from the Magruder heirs in 1955,
construction of Happy Acres School (1955), codification of the
“own Ordinances in May 1957, the expansion of Cheverly by one-

third with the annexation of the Cheverly Industrial Park in




w

1558 and in the fifties the encirclement of Cheverly by dual
highways.

The sixties and seventies, under the leadership of Dr.
Laurence N. Woodworth (Mayor 1959~1965), Terrell M. Wertz
(Mayor 1965-1970), Thomas W. Kerley (Mayor 1970-1974) and
Robert O'Connor (Mayor 1974~ ), have been characterized
by change as the pressure of population growth and commercial
development in the surrounding area hasS caused a variety of
problems. Highlights of this period were the first Cheverly
Day Parade in July 1966, hiring thé first full-time Town
Administrator in February 1967 and dedication of the Cheverly
Community Center in the Town Park in June 1973. Cheverly,
now 1.2 sguare miles in extent, has been able to retain its
identity and territorial integrity during this period because
Cheverly citizens, who now number about 8000, care deeply
about their families, their homes and their community and

raw together in adversity. This spirit of cooperation and
tcgetherness was never better demonstrated than in this bi-
centennial year with the biggest and best of the eleven
annual parades and festivities held to date.

The rest of the decade and the century promises to be a
time of challenge to Cheverly citizens determined to maintain
the character of their little island of green. METRO will
more change which hopefully will be the change which
to an improved lifestyle rather than the change which
to deterioration. It's up to us who love our Town to
....... ain Robert Marshall's v151on of an attractive and peace-

ve51dent1a1 community.,  a'.vigion which ‘continues to shine
srightly after’almost-60.years.
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MOUNT HOPE - MAGRUDER PLANTATION HOME
A Town Symbol

By Raymond W. Bellamy, Jr
Cheverly Town Historian
Bicentcennial Yecar 1976

(1926 photograph from the Cheverly
Town Archives - Taken by Robert
Marshall, Founder of Cheverly)

Mount Hope, 1 Cheverly Circle, Cheverly, Maryland, is the
former plantation home of Fielder Magruder, Jr. (1814-1888) and
has been owned by Cheverly's first mayor, red W. Gast, since
the late 1930s. Part of the house is belicved to date from
about 1815, according to a 1923 statement of Robert Marshall,
who founded Cheverly in 1918. Extensive modifications and
additions were made by Fielder Magruder, Jr. in the carly 1%40s,
according according to his grand nicce, Mrs. Lillie Magruder
Mansficld. Mount Hope is a typical Maryland farm house of the
pre-Civil War period according to architectural historians. - It
has two stories with a one-story wing, 12 rooms, including 6
bedrooms and is approximatcly 65 x 30 feet. Of frame construction,
it has weatherboard siding, paintcd brown, a front porch, probably
added or modified later, four external brick chimneys and a metal

roof.

Mount Hope, as it was called by Fielder Magruder, Jr.,was
rcenamed Crestlawn by Cheverly's founder, Mr. Marshall, who used
it as his residence from 1919 to 1929. It was choscn in 1931,
the year of Cheverly's incorporation as a town, by Mr. Gast,
Chieverly's first mayor (1931—1937)las the symbol on the Cheverly
Town Scal. The house stands facing south on a prominent ridge
in central Cheverly, a residential suburb of Washington, D. C.
of 1.2 squarc miles and some 8,000 inhabitants. It overlooks
the Cheverly Town Park to the cast and an adjacent proposed park
arca. The proposed park area includes the foundations of a
later Magruder home long gonc from the scenc, called Prospect
11i11. Nearby is the sitc of a Prohibition-era still discoverecd
by Mr. Marshall in 1921 (Cheverly is known for its multitude of
sprines) and a Aributary of Beaver Dam Creck from which ice was
taken in the winter for storage in the stone ice house which
still stands behind Mount Hope. Remains of an old slave cabin
can be found on town property about 200 yards to the rear and
north of the house.



Mount Hope was the center of Ficlder Magrudcr, Jdr.'s 716
acre tobacco plantation and farm, the housc standing on the
1686 land grant callecd Hudson's Range and the properiy in-—
cluding parts of another land grant to the north called
Cranford, his Adventure (1685) (later known as Crawford's
Adventure) and parts of two other land grants to the south
called Whitlentine (1685), and Little Deane (1695). Thesc
tracts, or parts of them, changed hands many times in the 18t
and early 19t centuries, the lively decaling in land of the
time reflecting the still bustling nature of the tobacco-based
plantation economy of Prince George's County with its main
port at . . Bladensburg. Some of these landowners included
the Reverend Hugh Conn, pastor (1718-1752) of the second
Presbyterian church to be established in the county (thec
Eastern Branch Church located near Garrison's Landing, later
to become known as Bladensburg); Richard Henderson and Adam
Craig, local land speculators of the late 18th century;
Benjamin Stoddert, first Sccrctary of the Navy and builder in
1795 of nearby Beaver Dam, later to be known as Beall's
pleasure, and childhood home of Bricc Clagett, Chairman of the
Maryland Historical Trust; and Richard Tasker Lowndes, member
of the prominent family of Bladensburg merchants of the 18t
and early 19t centuries.

Fielder Magruder, Jr. was the seventh generation Magruder
in Maryland, tracing his line back through Ficlder, Sr , Haswell

Captain Samuel 4, Samuel, Jr. 3, Captain Samuel 2 to Alcxander,
Highland Scot of the Clan Gregor who came to Maryland in 1652.

Magruder's great-grandfather, Captain Samuel (1708-1790) is beclicved

to have been the first Magruder to settle in the Cheverly area,
living, according to the legendary Clan Gregoer historian, the
late Caleb Clarke Magruder, on a 240-acrc plantation callced
Brotherhood located just across Becaver Dam Creek to the cast of
Mount Hope. Captain Samuel's son Haswell (1736-1811), Constable
of New Scotland Hundred from 1777 to 1780 during thec American
Revolution,had the tract recsurveyed in 1785, found it contained
part of anothcer tract callcd Mt. Arrarat and patented it in 1789
as Brotherhood Enlarged. Ilis son, Ficlder, Sr. (1780-1840), was
willed this property and added to it other land including 340
acrcs of Crawford's Adventurc, Hudson's Range and Whitlentine
(within what is now Cheverly) which he acqguirced between 1820 and
1825. When he died intestate in 1840, his heirs divided the 855
avtds he owncid. The oldesl son, PMielder, Jr. received 209 acres
which he called Mount Hope, adding it to 150 acres he already
owned of the Little Dcane tract and 13% acres of Crawford's
Adventure. He soon acquired his younger brother William's 71
acres in the lower part of what is now Cheverly and William went
on to graduate from West Point in 1850, serve in the U.S. Cavalry
until 1862, resign his commission and dic for the Confederacy
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in Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg in 1863. Ficlder, Jr.
continued to acquire land ecven after the drastic changes in the
previously slave—based agricultural cconomy of ihe area after
the Civil War. He eventually possessed,at the time of his
death in 1888, 843 acres, including 716 acrcs of Mount Hope.

According to Fielder Magruder, Jr.'s will, written in
1886 and proven in 1888, he died childless,lcaving his rcal
and personal property to his wife, Ann Truman Greenficld Young.
His real property was to be divided among a long list of
relatives after her death and after this occurred in 1894,
according to the terms of his will, he left Mount Hope and
approximately 200 acres of the farm to his sister, Matilda, and
her husband, Dionysius T. Sheriff. According to tax assecss—
ment rccords, Sheriff's brother, George Beall Sheriff, had
acquired the property by 1896. In 1918, Gcorge Sheriff's
son, Philip Hill Sheriff, sold the housc and property which
consistcd, according to a 1918 survey, of 193} acrcs to0 Robert Marshall
founder of Cheverly. Marshall designed Cheverly Circlec around
the housc, spent $8,640 in 1919 to restore the house and renamed
it and the surrounding two acrces Crestlawn, a suggestion of his
wife Dena. They uscd it as their residence from 1919 until they
departed Cheverly in 1929. The home belonged bricfly to Harry
Wardman, the devcloper who bought out thc owners of Cheverly in
August 1929 and went bankrupt after the depression. To save
the intcrests of the home owners of Cheverly during this period,
public spirited citizens of Cheverly led by Mr. Gast were
successful in incorporating the town on April 18, 1931 and Mr.
Gast had the Fielder Magruder housc adopted as the town symbol
that year. Thc old house was subscquently occupicd by a varicty
of tenants until acquircd by Mr. Gast at tax sale in the late
thirtics and remains his property. 1lis son, John, the current
resident, has lived in the house since 1950.

Mount Hope has bcen added to the Maryland National Capital
Park and Planning Comnission Hlistoric Site Map of Prince George's
County by Scnior County Historian, Mr. John Walton, Jr. and is
being proposcd for inclusion in the Maryland Historic Sites
Tnventory bcing preparcd by lhe Maryland Historical Trust. The
Town of Cheverly has under consideration a proposal to acquire
AMaunt Hope and maintain it as & Town listoric Site, housing
a4 muscuin, tibrary and Sentos Citizen's Center.

~
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The house is a two story, framo structure, buils:
in three sections. The gouth end has double external
chimneys with stons foundations and brick stacks, This
wing was originally a three bay, end hall, double parlor
structure; the doorway has ton and sidelights.

The two bay, two story north wing was added later;
it gives the present house @ centrel hall configuration.
There are double internal chimneys at this end.

To the north of this wing is a one story wing that
mnay originally have been & separate kitchen.

The house has had the roof changed; the present

roof hac o lower pitch. ‘rne present front porch across

the entire facade has been addeqd sinc

o

1820; it replaces
a small porch with shed roof.

Behind the house ig a one story, stone meat house.
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NAME # 69-1l UNIoN VAUEY
LOCATION CHEVERLY Cirelé CHEVERLY , Md
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Mount Hope 5‘9@ 5 éq’(/

Prince George's County

1926 Robert Marshall photograph

Neg in possession of Frederick S. DeMarr,
President of P.G. Co's Historical Society
4010 Hamilton Street

Hyattsville, Maryland 20781



